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REMARKS | , 

The Official Action dated February 22, 2005 has been received and A s contents 

i . 

carefully noted. In view thereof, claims 2 and 5-10 have been canceled in th ;ir entirety 
without prejudice nor disclaimer of the subject matter set forth therein while clai ns 1 and 3 
have been amended in order to better define that which Applicant regards as tli. invention. 
Accordingly, claims 1 , 3 and 4 are presently pending in the instant application, j 

With reference now to the Official Action and particularly page 2 thereof; the 

< 

Examiner has noted that Fig. 14 should be designated with a legend such as / 'Prior Art". 
Filed concurrently herewith is a substitute drawing wherein Fig. 14 has been' an ended as 
suggested by the Examiner. Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that Applia nt's several 
figures are now in proper formal condition for allowance. 

Further on page 2 of the Office Action, the drawings have been objected to as failing 

to comply with 37 C.F.R. § 1 -84(pX5) because they include the following refereq< e characters 

i 

not mentioned in the description. Particularly, the Examiner notes that reference character W 
of Fig. 9 is not mentioned in the description; however, in reviewing Applicant's > pecification, 
it is noted that line 9 of page 19 refers to reference character W. Accojr lingly, it is 
respectfully submitted that Applicant's specification as well as the several figuK s are now in 
proper formal condition for allowance. 

i 

With reference to paragraphs 3 and 4 of the Office Action, the Abstract of the 
Disclosure has been objected to in that the language should be clear and concis s and should 
not repeat information given in the title. Further, the Examiner notes that the AJl stract should 
avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as "the disclosure concerns", -jlto disclosure 
defined by the invention," "the disclosure describes", etc. In this regard, as can be seen from 
the foregoing amendments, Applicant's Abstract has been amended in order to comply with 
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§608.01(b) of the MPEP, Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that Applicant 's Abstract 
is now in proper formal condition for allowance. 

With reference to paragraphs 5 and 6 of the Office Action, claims 5-1C have been 
rejected under 35 U.S.C §112, second paragraph for being indefinite foi failing to 
particularly out and distinctly claim the subject matter which Applicant re&*rds as the 
invention. In this regard, with the foregoing amendments wherein claims S-lt 1 . have been 
canceled in their entirety without prejudice nor disclaimer of the subject matter set forth 
therein, it is respectfully submitted that Applicant's claimed invention is no>* in proper 

formal condition for allowance. j 

■ 

With reference now to paragraph 8 of the Office Action, claims 1 and; 4 have been 
iejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 2,043,976 issued to 
Schonitzer. This rejection is respectfully traversed in that the patent to Schonitzer neither 
discloses nor suggests that which is presently set forth by Applicant's claimed un ention. 

As can be seen from the foregoing amendments, independent claim 1 ricites a side 
door structure of a vehicle of which side openings are covered by a front doc r swingably 
supported by a door hinge located at the front of the front door and by a rear door swingably 
supported by a door hinge located at the rear of the rear door, said side door structure 
comprising a front door checker for holding the front door at an open position i'rtuated on an 
outside of but close to a swing trajectory of the rear door wherein the front dool checker can 
hold the front door at multiple open positions, the front door, when held at a mi rrimum open 
position among the multiple open positions, is situated on the outside of the swing trajectory 
of the rear door so that the rear door can be freely openable without interfering with the rear 

i 

end of the front door when the front door is held at the minimum opening posit on. Clearly, 
the patent to Schonitzer neither discloses nor suggests such features. , 
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Particularly, as recited in independent claim 1, the front door checker Jj&n hold the 
front door at several open positions and the opening position of the front door is; situated on 
the outside of the swing trajectory of the rear doors so that the rear door can be ftcely opened 
and closed without interfering with the rearmost part of front door when it « . held at its 
minimum opening angle. This feature being best illustrated in Fig, 8 and discufrjed in detail 
on pages 14 and 15 of Applicant's specification. 

With respect to the teachings of Schonitzer, as is clearly illustrated ifflthe several 

figures of Schonitzer, a member, which may be considered to be the door cheeky is provided 

i 

on the front door 10. Schonitzer shows two extreme states of the front door in terms of the 
opening angle, namely a closed state of the front door 10 shown in Fig. 2 and! I* maximally 
opened state of the front door 10 as shown in Fig. 6. Nowhere in Schonitzer frit shown or 
remotely suggested that the front door be held at an angular position betwefet the closed 
position illustrated in Fig. 2 and the open position illustrated in Fig. 6. Furthermore, 
Schonitzer nowhere discloses or remotely suggests the feature recited in independent claim 1 f 
wherein no interference between the front door and the rear door when the front door is 
maintained at is minimal open position as is specifically recited by Applicant's claimed 
invention. Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that Applicant's claimed indention as set 
forth in independent claim 1 as well as claim 4 which depends therefrom clearly distinguishes 
over the teachings of Schonitzer and is in proper condition for allowance. 

Referring now to paragraph 10 of the Office Action, claims 2, 3 and 5*10 have been 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schonitzer as applied 

hereinabove and farther in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,813,811 issued to Matsutii et al. This 

s 

rejection is likewise traversed in that the patent to Matsuki et al. does nothing to overcome 
the aforementioned shortcomings associated with Schonitzer. 

\ r 
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Initially, with respect to claims 5-10, as can be seen from the foregoing a^ndments, 
these claims have been canceled in their entirety without prejudice nor disclaimer of the 
subject matter set forth therein. Accordingly, further discussion with respect t^reto is no 
longerbdieved to be warranted. 

With respoot to the rejections of datms 2 and 3. as noted hereinabove, toe patent to 
Schonitzex Ms to disclose that the front door can be held « an angular posinon.be.ween the 
dosed position and the open position wherein there is no interference bemeen * front door 
^ the tear door when the Son. door is maintained at is minimum open position. While 
Masuki e. al. discloses a fmn, door checker that can hofd toe door at . pl«m>» of angnlar 
positions which inolnde an imenoediare position between me closed position >ird me mil, 
opened position, MafsuVti * d. neitoer discloses nor ma, the fion. *or checker 

position .be tern door snch that mere is no interface beti.ee, me fton, doo, and me rear 
door when toe fion. door is maintained at IB minimum opening position. i 

As Mri to Fig. 4 of toe Mafaoki « al. reference, Mataufd « al. sho*s a side door 
D that can be opened at several angmar positions with respect to toe vehicle boi, . M«su* «. 
„ however, does no. diaclose ar temoWy mention whefher toe aide door b is "a front 
door" or "a rear door". Acceding*, « - respectfully — *"* ** * ^ 

discloses nor «mo.ely sugges* preventing toe tomrferenee benveen toe re«a ; door and toe 
from doo, whife one is maimained « a cemin opening atate and toe otoer if being opened 

int erfe«nce b«ween toe from door and a rear door when toe from door ia -ainmined « . 
mfnimnm position . is speoific^y reci,rf in independen, cfaim ». it ia respectfully 
submitfeO to- Applicant claim* inverdion as act forto in independent c,«m 1 as well as 
claima 3 and 4 which depend therefrom dearly distinguishes over toe combination proposed 
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by the Examiner and is in proper condition for allowance. 

Therefore, in view of the foregoing it is respectfully requested that the objections and 
rejections of record he reconsidered and withdrawn by the Examiner, that claims 1. 3 and 4 
be allowed and that the application be passed to issue. j . 

Should the Examiner believe a conference would be of benefit in exj»editing the 

prosecution of the instant application, he is hereby invited to telephone counse to arrange 

i 

; 

such a conference. 

Respectfully submitted, ; 



Donald R. Studebaker 
Reg. No. 32,815 

Nixon Peabody LLP 
401 9 th Street N.W. 
Suite 900 

Washington, D. C. 20004 
(202)585-8000 
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